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Letter from the Head of Middle and Upper Schools 

Dear Wakefield Community Members, 
 
I am pleased to provide this first-ever Milestones Report.  The 2013-14 academic year was one of 
transition, but also one where we made impressive and significant accomplishments in service to 
and support of our outstanding mission.   
 
We are a school that is about its people.  Our students, parents, and teachers are what make the 
school great, and we are always proud of our accomplishments in the classroom, on the stage, or 
on the fields.  Though by nature we are a modest community, one that values action over talk 
and private acknowledgments of success over public boasting, this document was created to allow 
us to take a step back and appreciate the growth and engagement of our community this year in 
a very Wakefield way—on paper, with words, and in a comfortably readable font.  
  
The Middle School focused on finding a common language, adopting more intentionally the 
Dewey Learning cycle, and embracing our Experiential Learning opportunities. You will see 
evidence of progress in those areas throughout the document. In the Upper School we continued 
to work with students to be the most deliberate version of themselves possible and to demonstrate 
that in and out of the classroom, and with the Faculty we pushed to continue to hone our craft, 
test new theories, and engage with our peers; I am pleased to say that evidence of all these goals 
permeates the document as well.  Please enjoy being reminded of, or learning about, community 
members who truly are seeking the challenge, making a difference, and leading an extraordinary 
life. 
  
In generating the data for this document we solicited information from numerous parties, but I 
acknowledge that we might have missed something spectacular from one of our students or 
faculty members. I apologize if an accomplishment or activity escaped our notice and please 
understand that no omission is intentional. I hope the summer is finding everyone well, and know 
that I look forward to your return in the fall for another outstanding and achievement-packed 
year! 
  
Best,  

  
Brian B. Oliver 
Head of the Middle and Upper Schools 
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Student Academic Accomplishments 
 

 Juliet Mayer ’14 was named a Merit Scholarship winner in the 2014 National Merit 
Scholarship Program.  Mayer, who earned a perfect score of 2400 on her SATs, was one 
of 8,000 Merit Scholarship winners selected from the group of more than 15,000 
Finalists, in a competition that began when a pool of approximately 1.5 million juniors in 
some 22,000 high schools took the PSAT in October 2012.  In addition,  
Sam Hurley ’14 and Tish Johnston ’14 were both named Commended Students  
in the competition. 
 

 A total of 15 members of the Wakefield School classes of 2013 and 2014 earned an 
Advanced Placement (AP) Scholar Award in 2013 in one of three categories:  
 
AP Scholars with Distinction (who have received an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP 
exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams):  Alex Díaz-
Alemán ’13, Juliet Mayer ’14, and Youssef Tobah ’14. 
 
AP Scholars with Honor (who have received an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP 
exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams):  Larissa 
Koupash ’13 and Sam Hurley ’14. 
 
AP Scholars (who have received scores of 3 or higher on three or more AP exams):  from 
the class of 2013, Emily Brown, EricaJoy Oliverio, Jin Park, Lindsay Seventko, 
Chan Shim, and Kate Weimer; and from the class of 2014, Nicole Andersen, 
Morgan Hadlock, Tish Johnston, and Patrick Moore. 

 
 The Class of 2014 gained acceptance to the following colleges and universities: 
 
Amherst College  
Auburn University  
Auburn University – Montgomery  
Bates College  
Brandeis University  
Brigham Young University, Idaho  
Case Western Reserve University  
Christopher Newport University  
Clemson University  
Colby College  
Colgate University  
College of Charleston  
College of William and Mary (2) 
College of Wooster  
Cornell University  
Dickinson College  
Dominican University of California  
Emory & Henry College (2) 

Florida Gulf Coast University  
George Mason University  
Georgia Institute of Technology (2) 
High Point University  
James Madison University (2) 
Johns Hopkins University  
Kansas State University  
Liberty University  
Lynchburg College  
Marymount University  
Miami University of Ohio  
Northeastern University (2) 
Old Dominion University  
Penn State University – Altoona  
Penn State University – University Park  
Purdue University  
Radford University  
Randolph College 
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Randolph-Macon College (2) 
Roanoke College (4) 
Sewanee: The University of the South  
Shenandoah University  
Stanford University  
St. Thomas University  
The Citadel  
University of Alabama (2) 
University of Arizona  
University of California – Berkeley  
University of California – Davis  
University of California – Irvine  
University of California – Los Angeles  
University of California – San Diego (2) 
University of California – Santa Barbara  
University of Delaware  
University of Georgia (2) 
University of Illinois –  
     Urbana/Champaign  
University of Kentucky  
University of La Verne  
University of Maryland, College Park  

University of Michigan  
University of Mississippi  
University of Richmond (2) 
University of Rochester  
University of San Francisco  
University of Southern California 
University of St. Andrews (Scotland) (2) 
University of Tampa 
University of Tennessee 
University of Texas – Austin  
University of Virginia (5) 
Utah State University  
Villanova University  
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Virginia Military Institute (2) 
Virginia Tech (4) 
Virginia Wesleyan College (2) 
Warren Wilson College 
Weber State University  
Wesleyan University 
West Virginia University 

 
 A total of $1,463,884 was awarded to the Class of 2014 in scholarships or merit aid, with 

an average award of $104,563. 
 

 Mary Clubb ’15 will attend the Governor’s School for Agriculture at Virginia Tech, a 
program aimed at developing future leaders and scientists for careers in agriculture. 
 

 Eleanor Dunnigan ’16 will be attending the Governor’s School for Life Sciences and 
Medicine. The program is aimed at providing an enhanced curriculum that explores the 
life sciences of medicine through a systems-based, problem-solving approach that utilizes 
case studies, laboratory investigations, and real-world shadowing experiences. 
 

 Joshua Mohney ’15 will be attending the Governor’s Foreign Language Academy in 
Latin. 
 

 Caitlin Wagner ’15 will be attending the Governor’s Foreign Language Academy in 
Japanese. 
 

 Ben Weimer ’15 will be attending the NASA Governor’s School. The mentorship 
program provides authentic experiences in aerospace engineering and current research. 
 

 Anthony Del Rosso ’16 will participate in the Summer Introduction to Engineering 
(SITE) Program through the University of Michigan’s  Math and Science program. 



Wakefield	School	Middle	&	Upper	Milestones	Report	 2013‐2014
 

 
4 

 Eryn Peters ’15 will attend the inaugural U.Va. Advance program, a four-week 
summer residential program for highly motivated rising high school juniors and seniors at 
the University of Virginia. 
 

 In the National History Day Regional competition, Lani Wolf ’15 placed second in the 
Senior Website category. Cade Burdette ’20 and Alex Parra ’20 placed second in the 
Junior Group Exhibit. They all represented the school at the National History Day state 
competition in Williamsburg on April 26th.  

 
 Several students were recognized for their performance at the Harvard Model Congress. 

Lani Wolf ’15 was awarded as the Outstanding Delegate House Judiciary Committee, 
and  Josh Mohney ’15, Ben Weimer ’15, and James Wroe ’14 all earned Awards 
of Excellence.  
 

 In the second annual Fauquier County Public Library Teen Writing Challenge, Eleanor 
Dunnigan '16 won first place in Grades 9-12 for Musings.  Cory Kleinman '17 tied for 
second place in Grades 9-12 for The Stars.   Three judges reviewed over 150 entries. The 
works were judged on originality, artistic quality, mechanics, and overall impact. 

 
 Two Wakefield School students were selected for The James Peyton Atkins Memorial 

Scholarship, awards that recognize students who have written papers on the Civil War.  
Anya Parks ’17 received the award for her paper “The End of Innocence,” on the First 
Battle of Bull Run; and Rowan Fuchs ’19 received the award for his paper “Black 
Knight of the Confederacy,” about Turner Ashby. 

 
 In their first season, the Wakefield Middle School Battle of the Books Team generated a 

top-10 finish. Team members included Spencer Collins ’19, Kayla Dowell ’19, 
Chris Gilchrist ’19, Brianna Handford ’20, Gabby Handford ’20, and  
Danny McLinden ’19.  The team was coached by Wakefield Upper School Librarian  
Mrs. Cathy Fields. 

 
 After winning first place in the Structural Engineering Challenge and third place in the 

Mechanical Design and Engineering Challenge at the regional tournament, the 
Destination ImagiNation Team based at Wakefield School represented the State of 
Virginia at the international competition in May at the University of Tennessee in 
Knoxville. The six-person team included four members from Wakefield’s Middle 
School—Rachel Bryant ’19, Spencer Collins ’19, Andrew Maraska ’18, and 
Murray Ré ’19—and was coached by Wakefield Middle School faculty member  
Mrs. Amy Ré. The team did extremely well, placing in the top 25, or top third, of the 
world in both challenges, all while competing at the high school level. 
 

 After winning at the Wakefield School Science Fair, four Middle School students 
represented Wakefield at the Fauquier County Regional Science and Engineering Fair.   
Allie Adrian ’20, Ben Anderson ’20, Michael Neff ’20, and Claire  
Thompson ’20 presented. 
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 Alexa Williams ’19 served as House Page in the Virginia State Assembly Page 
Program. She worked in the House of Delegates, assisting the members of the House of 
Delegates, the House Clerk's staff, and other legislative staff.  Alexa is Wakefield’s second 
recent selection, with Libby Rensin ’17 participating in the 2012 – 13 school year. 
 

 
Student Arts and Athletics Accomplishments 
 

 At the regional Choral Festival in Williamsburg, Alexander Mischel ’18 was named 
the Best Soloist for the event, a competition that included high school and middle school 
choral groups from very large public and independent schools from all over the mid-
Atlantic. 
 

 Wakefield's Patrick Moore ’14 won the award for Best Actor in a Comedy Play at the 
Kennedy Center Cappies Gala, for his portrayal of Algernon Moncrieff in 
Wakefield's spring production of Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest.  The black-
tie gala showcased extraordinary talent in the National Capital Region Cappies program, 
and each category had five nominees from the region, which includes more than 50 
schools in the Northern Virginia area.  Another Wakefield student, Josh Mohney ’15, 
was nominated in the category of Lead Actor in a Play, for his portrayal of Jack Worthing 
in Earnest.   
 

 The 2013 Talisman and Amulet, Wakefield’s student-produced literary/art 
magazines, were Gold Medal award winners in the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association’s annual critique. The Gold Medal is the highest rating. This is the twenty-
second year that our publications have been so recognized. 
 

 Wakefield visual art students mounted an outstanding display of work at Fauquier 
Hospital in a joint show with other area student artists.   
 

 Six  2013-14 Wakefield athletic teams qualified to compete in post-season Virginia 
Independent Schools Athletic Association (VISAA) Tournaments; four received Delaney 
Athletic Conference (DAC) recognition for either regular season or tournament play:   
 
Boys’ Varsity Cross Country:  DAC Runners-Up 
Girls’ Varsity Basketball:  VISAA Finalist (second consecutive year), DAC Regular 

Season and Tournament Champions 
Boys’ Varsity Basketball: VISAA Elite 8, DAC Regular Season Champions 
Boys’ Swimming:  five members qualified for the VISAA Championship Meet in two 

relays 
Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse:  VISAA Tournament 
Boys’ Varsity Tennis:  VISAA Elite 8, DAC Runners-Up 
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 Many Wakefield athletes received nominations to All-VISAA and All-Conference Teams: 
  

First Team All-VISAA 
Cross Country  Alexis Russell ’15 
Field Hockey  Eleanor Winants’18 
Girls’ Basketball  Airielle Jenkins ’15 
Boys’ Lacrosse  Bailey Mahoney ’14 
    Connor Poss  ’14 
Boys’ Tennis  Will Driskill ’17 

   

Second Team All-VISAA 
Girls’ Basketball  Alexis Smith ’14 
Boys’ Basketball  Wil Rasmussen ’16 
Girls’ Lacrosse  Shelby Sipes ’15  
    Sarah Steenson ’16  
Girls’ Soccer  Elisabeth Arnold ’16 

 

First Team All-DAC 
Cross Country  Kate Anderson ’16 
    Bailey Mahoney ’14 
    Ethan Mahoney ’16 
    Alexis Russell ’15 

Ben Weimer ’15 
Field Hockey  Eleanor Winants ’18 
Girls’ Volleyball  Emma Anderson ’14 
Girls’ Basketball  Airielle Jenkins ’15 
    Naomi Mutombo ’15 
    Alexis Smith ’14 
 Boys’ Basketball  Andre Ahiagbede ’15 
    DeAndre Clark ’15 
    Wil Rassmussen ’16 
Golf   Evan Diebus ’17 
Girls’ Lacrosse  Shelby Sipes ’15 
    Sarah Steenson ’16  
Boys’ Lacrosse  Bailey Mahoney ’14 
    Ethan Mahoney ’16 
    Connor Poss ’14 
Girls’ Soccer  Elisabeth Arnold ’16 
    Meaghan McElligott-Weitz ’15 
    Kate Stamer ’14 
Boys’ Tennis  Will Driskill ’17 
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Second Team All-DAC 
Boys’ Lacrosse  Michael McElroy ’14 
    Steve Steenson ’16 

 

Honorable Mention- DAC 
Field Hockey  Alyssa Ortiz-Smith ’14 
Boys’ Soccer  Tim Boyer ’17 
    Juan Lizarraga ’15 
Girls’ Tennis  Evy Edens ’16 
    Robin Ross ’16 
Girls’ Volleyball  Ashley Alexander ’15 
Boys’ Basketball  Brandon Wiseman ’15 
Girls’ Lacrosse  Brianna Hutchison ’15 
    Alyssa Ortiz-Smith ’14 
Boys’ Lacrosse  Charlie Kuhn ’17 
 

 Girls’ Varsity Basketball Coach Paul Sipes and Boys’ Varsity Basketball 
Coach Tee Summers were each named 2014 DAC Coach of the Year in their 
respective sports. 

 
 
Student Accolades Beyond Wakefield 
 

 Molly Cesanek ’19, along with her skating partner Maxwell Gart of Avon, 
Connecticut, claimed the silver medal in Juvenile Dance at the 2014 U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships, held in Boston January 5-12. 
 

 Gabby Handford ’20 was recognized as Finalist in National Book Festival Summer 
Writing Contest.  

 
 Irish dancers Brianna Hutchison ’15, Rosie Hutchison ’17, and Caitlin  

Wagner ’15 danced at the Southern Regional Championships in December. They are 
part of the Aoibhneas an Rince dance company. 
 

 Sean Lustig ’20 travelled to Turkey to train with the Turkish National Fencing Team. 
 

 Tara McClory ’16, Calvin Milligan ’15, and Kate Welsh ’16 are part of the 
Natania Polo Club. Calvin’s team won the 2014 USPA Open National Interscholastic 
Championship. Tara and Kate’s team is ranked third in the nation. 
 

 Madison Peck ’20 took the stage at Carnegie Hall in New York City, performing From 

Sea to Shining Sea with the select Walker Performance Art Company. 
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 Sara Rheintgen ’19 performed in Gainesville Ballet Company's production of Clara and 

The Nutcracker Prince. She performed as one of the Big Mice and in the traditional Trepak. 
 

 Competing in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu in international competitions, Youssef Tobah ’14 won 
1st place in the Naga World Championship, 2nd place in the Pan-American 
Championship, and 1st place in the Grapplers Quest World Championship. 
 

 Kaleb Torrence ’19 attended Super-Y League Olympic Soccer Camp, a select camp 
representing the top 2% of league participants. 
 

 Eliza van der Woude ’16 won the Corinthian in Hunter Jumpers and received the 
Randolph Sporting Scholarship at the Upperville Horse Show. In Fox Hunting, Eliza 
received the Reserve Champion at the Junior North American Hunter Championship. 

 
 Madeline Wallach’s (’16) team took 1st place in their division and 5th place overall at 

the Mounted Pony Games Championships in Kentucky. 
 

 Meghan Walther ’16 danced the roles of “Sugar Plum Fairy” in The Nutcracker and 
“Odette” in Swan Lake in the Loudoun Ballet Company’s productions.  
 

 Eleanor Winants ’18 was selected to the U-16 National Junior Women’s Indoor Field 
Hockey team (after scoring 20 goals for our Varsity Field Hockey squad!). 

 
 
Program Highlights 
 
Trips: 

 In summer of 2013, nine Upper School students, led by Wakefield Science Chair 
and Biology teacher Dr. Michael Pereira, visited conservation facilities in  
Iquitos, Peru, and studied at the Tahuayo River Amazon Research Center.  
 

 Forty-two Upper School students attended an overnight Leadership Retreat 
prior to the start of school, led by Upper School Dean Mrs. Judy Lawrence. 
Students examined how they can “Earn It!” as they assume leadership roles in the school. 
 

 In September, College Counselor Mr. Matt McDonough took 41 juniors on the 
annual tour. The students visited Princeton University, Drew University, the 
University of Delaware, and Johns Hopkins University, and walked around 
Rutgers University. 
 

 Twenty- two Upper School students travelled to France and Morocco over 
spring break, led by French teacher Madame Jeannine McKee, History teacher  
Mr. Andrew Clubb, and Leadership Studies and Psychology teacher Dr. Amrit 
Daryanani. 
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 Dr. Pereira and eight Upper School Students travelled to Namibia over spring 

break to work at and continue our relationship with the Cheetah Conservation Fund. 
 

 Mrs. Carolyn Wyrsch’s Asian Studies class visited a Buddhist temple in 
Fauquier County, learning directly from monks about Buddhism’s practices and history. 
 

 Dr. Daryanani’s Leadership Studies and Neuropsychology classes visited 
Arlington National Cemetery, led by Dr. D and Wakefield Trustee Lt. General 
John Fairfield. 
 

 History Department Chair Mr. Robert Pannozzo led his AP US History class in 
exploring both Gettysburg and Manassas National Battlefield. 
 

 
Service: 

 As part of Homecoming Week, the entire community conducted a Walk for Hunger, 
with collected food being carried down by our partner classes to be delivered to Grace 
Episcopal Church in The Plains. 
 

 Students participated in Autism Walk/5K Run and community resource fair, which 
helped raise awareness about the increasing frequency of autism and raise funds to help 
local families pay for autism treatments in the form of mini-grants. 

 
 Middle School students and teachers sang Christmas carols for residents of The 

Oaks apartments in Warrenton.  The event was organized for the third year in a row by 
Mr. Tee Summers, Dean of Middle School. 

 
 Middle and Upper School students served at the Fauquier Food Bank in November 

and January. 
 

 Other Middle and Upper School service initiatives included support of Comfort Cases, 
the Red Cross (two blood drives), Seven Loaves, Middleburg Humane 
Society, Toys for Tots, Fauquier Food Coalition, and Medical Missionaries.  

 
 
Notable Speakers/Presentations: 

 State Senator Jill Vogel spoke to Wakefield students, faculty, and parents about 
universal access to education. She was invited as part of the 7th grade’s “Millenium 
Developers” project. 
 

 Chandler Van Voorhis, managing partner and chief development officer with C21, an 
environmentally-focused project management company based in The Plains, spoke with 
the 7th grade twice on his GreenTrees project and environmental sustainability, showing 
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them real-life applications for their learning.  His talks were part of the 7th grade’s 
“Millenium Developers” project. 
 

 Wakefield parent Jennifer Handford, whose second novel, Acts of Contrition, was 
published in spring, spoke to the Upper School on the writing process and life as a 
novelist. 
 

 Wakefield parent and FBI Agent Mark Dargis spoke to Wakefield’s Government 
classes about his experiences in the FBI and its role in counter-terrorism efforts. 
 

 Wakefield parent Marie Thompson, a native of South Africa, spoke to the Upper 
School on the topic, “The New South Africa:  Success or Failure?” 
 

 Wakefield parents Wede and Adama Gant spoke to the Upper School on their 
experiences during the civil war in Liberia and the journey that brought them to the US. 
 

 David Bayer, a Holocaust survivor, spoke to the Upper School about his experiences 
from 1939 to 1945. 

 
 Toby K. Davis, author of The Ever Part of Always: Keely Tucker’s First Adventure, spoke to 

the Lower School and 8th graders. 
 

 Dr. Matthew Bowen, adjunct instructor at James Madison University and a former 
lecturer at the University of Virginia, gave an in-service presentation for the faculty on 
the developmentally appropriate use of technology with young children. 
 

 A specialist in head injuries gave an in-service presentation for the faculty on the 
latest research on concussions and their treatment. 
 
 

Program Enhancements: 
 Peer Tutoring and Mentoring programs were established. Upper School students 

worked with students of all ages providing academic support and encouragement. The 
mentoring program put juniors and seniors in the 8th grade advisory groups to share 
wisdom, offer guidance, and battle social norms. 

 
 The Upper School added three new courses: Technical Drawing, AP Calculus BC, 

and AP Physics C. 
 

 The school received a donation of a Makerbot 3-D printer, which was immediately 
incorporated into the Technical Drawing and AP Calc BC curricula.  

 
 The Middle School continued to develop and refine its Experiential Challenge 

program, adding a full-Division retreat in addition to the two grade-level-specific 
offerings. The program utilized a thematic approach this year: Collaboration in 6th, 
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Responsibility in 7th, and Leadership in 8th. All trips, activities, and reflections centered on 
these themes. 

 
 
Professional Development: 

  Andrew Clubb, Dorothy Fontaine, and Carolyn Wyrsch attended a workshop 
called “Understanding Islam” in the fall of 2013 at the University of Virginia’s Curry 
School of Education. 
 

 Dorothy Fontaine, Laura Prahlad, and Diana Wessells met weekly to read and 
discuss How to Create and Use Rubrics for Formative Assessment and Grading by Susan M. 
Brookhart (ASCD, 2013).  Chapters of the book were summarized and these summaries 
put into a binder on the Faculty Bookshelf in Treptow Library for other teachers’ use. 
 

 Discussion group organizers Dorothy Fontaine and Laura Prahlad met weekly with 
fellow faculty Amrit Daryanani, Kristen Donahue, Ana Lizarraga, Brian 
Oliver, and Diana Wessells to read, discuss, and figure out how to implement Total 

Participation Techniques: Making Every Student an Active Learner by Persida and William 
Himmele (ASCD, 2011).  A blog was established for other faculty who had commitments 
elsewhere at the meeting time but wished to have access to information.  
 

 In our in-service day, Amrit Daryanani, Kristen Donahue, Dorothy Fontaine, 
Brian Oliver, Laura Prahlad, Simon Sjogren, and Diana Wessels presented. 
 

 Sarah McDonough and Brian Oliver presented at the NAIS National Conference in 
Orlando Florida. Their topic:  “Leading from the Middle: An Opportunity to Guide 
Change Within Your School.”  
 

 Ed Costello served as a presenter and moderator and Tee Summers attended the 
NAIS People of Color Conference held this year in National Harbor, Maryland.   
 

 Dorothy Fontaine attended the annual National Council of Teachers of English 
Conference and Conference on English Leadership in Boston. This included a day-long, 
hands-on workshop: “Transforming English Language Arts with Interconnecting 
Technologies.” 
 

 Andrew Clubb attended the Global Education Conference in Richmond. 
 

 Kristen Donahue and Judy Lawrence attended the Outdoors Programs Workshop 
in Charlottesville. 
 

 Nine faculty members attended the VAIS Annual Conference, in Richmond. 
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 Over fifteen teachers completed peer school visits at independent schools throughout 
the region. 
 

 Several AP teachers attended AP Conferences or Workshops. 
 

 Seven faculty members attended the Virginia Diversity Network Conference 
“Honing Your Toolkit” in Richmond. 
 

 Bob Pannozzo served in June as a reader for the 2014 AP Exam in World History and 
is spending the rest of his summer as an invited Master Teacher developing curriculum at 
the University of Colorado, Boulder. 
 

 Dorothy Fontaine and Laura Prahlad will attend a week-long, residential Summer 
2014 Teacher Seminar program sponsored by the Graduate Institute at St. John’s 
College in Annapolis, Maryland.  This year’s topic is “Private and Public, Individual and 
State,” and the facilitated discussions will be based on readings from Hobbes’ Leviathan 
and Plato’s Republic.  

 
 
Campus Improvements  
 
In preparation for the 2013 – 14 school year, some of the major projects undertaken included the 
partial repaving of the campus entry road, the purchase of a pre-owned mini-bus, the second 
phase of the installation of replacement windows in Archwood House, the total repair of the 
donor wall and retaining  walls leading to the breezeway from the upper parking lot, the 
carpeting of  lower level classrooms in the Art Building, the installation of a small walkway 
connecting the Art Building to the breezeway steps and the much needed caulking of the  entire 
Robert’s Building. Two special Board-directed projects (Lower School entrance “facelift” and the 
installation and irrigation of a new playing surface of Costin Field) are close to completion.  
 
In a continuing effort to keep pace with technology hardware and access, the school has installed 
a new fiber 50 MBS connection, providing internet service and connectivity that is dramatically 
enhanced from the former 10 MBS “pipe.” Wireless connectivity was improved with the 
purchase of ten Meraki contact points.  Twenty new laptops were purchased for our teachers, 
four new desktops were purchased for administrators/staff, and twelve new desktops were 
installed in the Upper School/Middle School Library’s research room. 
 
In thinking about summer 2014 projects, a high-priority item is the refurbishing of the Wakefield  
School tennis courts complex. 
 
 
Development and Community Relations 
 
2013 – 2014 was a fantastic year for community events at Wakefield School.  One event after the 
other was well attended, ran smoothly, and invariably included some creative new twist or 
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addition that has raised it to the next level from the year before.  The credit for this clearly goes 
to our remarkable volunteers, whether they are active in the Wakefield Parents’ Association, the 
Booster Club, or the Auction, are members of the Board of Trustees, serve as Room/Grade 
Parents or Team Parents, or are simply parents and grandparents who come in and help when 
needed.  Their efforts all add up both to lots of fun, and to deeply-appreciated support for our 
school community. 
 
This strong sense of community directly impacts the work of Development.  The raising of funds, 
either for different initiatives in the school or for the operating budget through the Annual Fund, 
all falls under the general term “development.”  However, the important thing to understand 
about development work is that it can only be successful if there is energy and enthusiasm in the 
school community for what goes on everywhere on campus.  These last two years of transition 
have tested our community, and, in another school, one might expect a slump in giving as people 
adopt a “wait and see” attitude.  Once again, the Wakefield community has defied all the odds, 
and we have experienced a couple of strong years in the Annual Fund, the Auction, and the 
Endowment. Wakefield School is in the best financial position in its history. 
 
 
Admission & Marketing 
 
The Admission and Marketing team continues to work on getting out the word to both the 
internal and external communities about the many exciting programs and wonderful 
opportunities at Wakefield School.  Enhancements this year include the new blog, featuring posts 
from teachers, administrators, and students.  In addition, our team spent much of the late 
summer and early fall reviewing and incorporating the suggestions from the consultant report 
into our admission and outreach program. 
 
September 2014 will mark the arrival of Wakefield School’s first merit scholar. Sofia Olmstead 
’18 was named the school’s first Archwood Scholar.  She was selected based on her commitment 
to engagement at the high school level, which she has demonstrated through achievement and 
involvement in soccer, service, and academics. 
 
Over the course of the summer we will launch a brand new website and learning management 
system, which will make staying up to date on everything Wakefield much easier. 
 
While it is too early to report in detail on the new students for next year, we expect to welcome 
60-70 new students to campus this fall! 
 
 
 


